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REMARKS 



Claims 10-30 were pending in this application. In this paper, claims 10, 12, 18, 19, 21, 
23, 24, 27> and 30 are amended and claims 11,15, 17, 22, and 25-26 are canceled. New claim 
31 is added. As such, claims 10, 12-14, 16, 18-21, 23-24, and 27-3 1 are currently pending upon 
entry of this amendment Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested in light of the 
foregoing amendments and the following remarks. 

Formal Matters 

Applicant thanks Examiner Morrow for providing the indication that claims 17-19 and 
26-29 contain allowable subject matter if amended to include the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

35 uses 112 

A. The Office action rejected claims 12. 14, 20, 23, and 24 under 35 U.S.C. §112, first 
paragraph as failing to comply with the enablement requirement. Hie 0£Sce Action contends 
that the mechanism for automatically moving the hook asserhbly in response to movement of the 
door is not disclosed. Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Referring to page 3, paragraph [0013] of the oiiginally-filed q>ecification, it is stated 
that "rte garment hook assembly 10 is prvotalh attached with the recess 18 of the imer panel 
14 of the vehicle 12. The pivotal attachtnenl allows for the base portion 26 of the garment hook 
assembly 10 to automatically rotate between a raised position, as shown in phantom in Figure 
1, and a lowered position, shown in solid in Figure 7" (emphasis added). 

1 . Claim 1 3 recites "wherein said garment hook assembly is pivotallv mounted 
to said closure panel/' Claim 14 depends firom claim 13 and recites therein said 
garment hook assembly is automatically moved fcota said first position to said second 
position." As such, it is respectfully submitted that claims 13 and 14 are supported by 
the originally-filed specification at page 3^ paragraph [0013]. Withdrawal of the 
rejection to claims 13 and 14 is respectfully requested. 

2. Claims 20, 23, and 24 do not specifically recite, per se, a limitation directed 
towards 'automatic movement' as alluded to by the Office Action. However, if the 
Office Action believes that such meaning is inherently read into the limitation of claims 
20. 23, and 24. Applicant points to page 3, paragr^h [00 13] of the originally-filed 
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specification for support As $uch» it is respectfully submitted that claixns 20, 23, and 24 
aie supported by the originally-filed specification. Wi&drawal of the rejection to claims 
20, 23, and 24 is TespectfiiUy requested. 

B. The Office action rejected claims 12-14 and 17-19 under 35 U.S.C §112, second 
paragraph as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. In light of the amendments to the claims and 
the following remarks, the rejection is respectfully traversed. 

1. Per the Office Action's suggestion, claim 12 has been amended to positively 
recite the lifigate. Withdrawal of the rejection to claim 12 is respectfully requested. 

2. Claim 17 was objected to as containing allowable subject matter. The 
limitations of claim 17 and intervening claims 1 1 and IS have been incorporated into 
base claim 10. As such, claim 17 has been cancelled, rendering ihQ rejection moot. 
Wididrawal of the rejection to claim 17 is respectfully requested. 

35 use S 102fb) 

The Office action rejected claims 10-16, 20-25, and 30 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) over 
Leach (U.S. Patent No. 2,609J04). In light of the amendments to the claims and the following 
remarks, the rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicant respectfully submits that former base claims 10 and 21 were allowable in view 
of the teachings of the applied prior art. However, lo advance prosecution of the patent 
application. Applicant substantially incorporates the subject matter of objected claims and 
intervening claims into the base claims. 

Base claim 10 has been ametided to include the patentably distinct limitations of rejected 
claim 17 and intervening claims 1 1 and 15. Claims 12-14, 16, 18-20 depend direcfly or 
mdirectly fiom base claim 10 and therefore include patentably-distmct limitations. Allowance 
of claims 10, 12-14, 16, and 18-20 is earnestly soUcited. 

Base claim 2 1 has been amended to include the limitatLons of objected claim 26 and 
intervening claims 22 and 25. Claims 23-24 and 27-30 depend direcdy or indirectly from base 
claim 21 and therefore include patentably-distinct limitations. Allowance of claims 21, 23-24, 
and 27-30 is earnestly solicited. 
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New claim 3 1 has been added include patentable distinct limitatLons of objected 
claim 27 and intervenix^ claims 22 and 25. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge Our Deposit Account No. 50-3145, under Order No. 209546-99679 ftom which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: 



MmL 




Thoin ifeyc MLppledom 

Registration No.: 59,348 
HONIGmAn miller SCHWARTZ AND 

CORN LLP 
38500 Woodward Avenue 
Suite 100 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5048 
(248) 566-8522 
Attorney for Applicant 



0AKIj\ND.i 184759.3 



8 



1ia475D 



PAKi»9'IKVDAT1f1W$:30:50PM (Eastern Standard Tiine]*SVR:l»^^ 



